
Historically,  Red Kites, Milvus milvus, were  our most widespread birds of prey.  However, between the 16th and 19th 

centuries, persecution and extensive poisoning drastically reduced their number.  By 1850 they had gone from North East 

England.  A remnant  population survived in mid-Wales.   In 1989, a series of re-introductions was begun, with our Northern 

Kites Project being the penultimate, from 2004-2009, followed by  the final one in Cumbria last year.  94 chicks were relocated 

from the Chilterns, and released into the Derwent Valley.   Friends of Red Kites was established  in 2009 to continue the 

conservation of these majestic birds.   This document illustrates how our Red Kites have proved to be a catalyst for commerce, 

and an inspiration for  creative people in Gatesheadôs Derwent Valley.

A Community inspired by Red Kites in 

Gatesheadôs Derwent Valley



From the moment the red kites were released into the lower Derwent Valley, people have 

found them a source of inspiration.   Artists, photographers, sculptors and craftsmen regularly 

produce work of high quality for the public to enjoy and buy.  These blinds were created by 

Clare Satow to celebrate the start of the re-introduction of the red kites in 2004.
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The Northern Kite Project, led by Keith Bowey,  came to its official end in July 2009.  To mark this, an 

Event took place on Gatesheadôs Quayside, where a large model of a Red Kite was assembled and 

held aloft by Staff, Volunteers and  members of organisations, who had worked tirelessly throughout 

five years to release 94 chicks and establish their presence for the first time in North East England for 

nearly 170 years.

Image �±courtesy of Kaleel Zibe for Northern Kites
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