A Community inspired by Red Kites In
Ga.t e s he adEoss=  DielE

www.friendsofredkites.org.uk

Historically, Red Kites, Milvus milvus, were our most widespread birds of prey. However, between the 16th and 19th

centuries, persecution and extensive poisoning drastically reduced their number. By 1850 they had gone from North East
England. Aremnant population survived in mid-Wales. In 1989, a series of re-introductions was begun, with our Northern

Kites Project being the penultimate, from 2004-2009, followed by the final one in Cumbria last year. 94 chicks were relocated
from the Chilterns, and released into the Derwent Valley. Friends of Red Kites was established in 2009 to continue the
conservation of these majestic birds. This document illustrates how our Red Kites have proved to be a catalyst for commerce,
and an inspiration for creative people in Gatesheadébés Der



OBl ctive: release ot Yagst 50 red kit
Wt the Derwent valley },(tv,o(,,] 20027

Magnificent
biH, beautiful.
bird Last seen
in the area
150 years

ok P ago.

Re ‘i“"“” tarqet: re-introduc
to one site'in the NorthEa




Image +courtesy of Kaleel Zibe for Northern Kites




